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Cumbria Children’s Services is 
supporting a very exciting initiative 

called Adventure Learning Schools. 
It’s the brain child of Professor David 
Hopkins, a former Government Chief 
Adviser on School Standards and British 
Mountain Guide. The value of outdoor 
and experiential learning is well known 
with a huge body of research identifying 
the benefits to young people. Matt Ellis,  
Outdoor Learning and Educational 

Visits Consultant, Cumbria County 
Council Children’s Services said: “Being 
the home of the Lake District National 
Park, Cumbria has a long tradition 
of high quality outdoor education 
with several examples of outstanding 
practice. However, this has often 
been as a result of inspirational and 
committed individuals rather than 
a coherent strategy. By establishing 
a network of Adventure Learning 

How do they work?

The Youth Opportunity Fund (YOF)  
comes from the Department for 
Children Schools and Families (DCSF). 
It gives young people the power to 
decide how money is spent on their 
behalf so that they can start their 
own projects to improve the activities 
available to them in their local area, 
and help other young people in their 
community. What kind of projects the 
young people come up with is up  
to them.

The Youth Capital Fund (YCF)  
Comes from the DCSF and works in 
a similar way to the YOF but instead 
of paying for activities, this money is 
used to create or enhance facilities 
such as buildings or outdoor spaces. 
As with the YOF, young people get 
the opportunity to be involved in the 
decision making process so that they 
can have their say on what the funds 
should be spent on.

For an application form and guidelines 
please contact: Gillian Holmes on 
01768 812052 or email gillian.holmes@
cumbriacc.gov.uk

How the funding can work  
These young people received a 
cheque earlier this year at Northside 
Community Centre, Workington, to  
help fund a project to carry out  
voluntary work in the local community. 
The Youth Opportunity Fund (YOF) 
grant of more than three thousand 
pounds will allow around half a dozen 
young people, aged between 14 and 19, 
to set up an ‘Urban Task Force.’ The 

Imagine a school where the learning culture is so rich that 

students not only achieve high academic standards, but 

also increase their competence as learners, develop their 

personality and enjoy a variety of experiences that broaden 

their view of and place in society.

Schools it is hoped that all involved 
will benefit from the combined wealth 
of experience, share ideas and best 
practice.” 

There are currently five secondary 
schools, five primary schools and one 
special school in the first phase of the 
project (Stainburn, Southfield, Dallam, 
Richard Rose Morton Academy, Richard 
Rose Central Academy, Kirkoswald 
CE Primary School, Thomlinson Junior 
School, Montreal CE Primary School, 
St Oswald’s CE Primary, Langdale CE 
School and Sandgate Special School).

Learning through Adventure -  
a new design for schools
Our vision is to create a network 
of schools where learning is not 
just enjoyable, but leads to genuine 
accomplishments, an appreciation 

funding, arranged through Cumbria
Youth Support Services, will support 
the development of the project which 
aims to provide local young people 
with the skills and equipment to 
enable them to undertake tasks 
within their community. These tasks  
will consist of small voluntary jobs 
for elderly or infirm residents such as 
gardening, fence painting, cutting 
grass. The group will also be involved 
in environmental projects at a nearby 
nature reserve and cycle path.

Susan Hodkin, Allerdale Locality 
Officer, Cumbria Youth Support 
Services said: “Young people want 
things to do and places to go and 
the Youth Opportunity Fund helps 
to reduce barriers to access. I’m 
really pleased that the young people 
decided to fund the Urban Task 
Force initiative. They’re now going 
to give up their free time to become 
more involved in their communities. 
Volunteering with this project will 
support their personal development 
by helping them to learn new skills, 
gain confidence and have fun!”

Wanted: young 
people with ideas 
Want to do something for your community?  

Apply for a youth opportunity fund and youth 

capital fund grant! 

of oneself, others and society, and 
where the skills and knowledge 
acquired enable the student to 
become an active and creative 
citizen. These are schools where the 
great traditions of education often 
previously the privilege of a few, are 
now open to all. 

Adventure Learning Schools will 
take the idea forward. These are 
schools where:

• every student can achieve their 
potential especially in literacy and 
numeracy;

• learning occurs not just within 
classrooms but also in the external 
environment both wilderness and 
urban and is consistently infused by 
a spirit of adventure and inquiry; 

• the culture is not only 
comprehensive and inclusive, but 
also leads to gaining a range of 
learning skills and aptitudes. 

Adventure Learning Schools 
adopt a ‘whole school design’ based 
on active learning principles. The 
framework is designed to contain 
the best of current knowledge 
of what makes for an effective 
school, but then infuses it with an 
approach to learning and experience 
that embraces both urban and 
adventurous outdoor settings.

Lessons outside  
    today! Cumbria Adventure 

     Learning Schools

Top: Matt Ellis.


